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the Byzantine priests refused to acknowledge the Roman
Church. They were contemptuous of Rome, and laughed at
the pretensions of the Pope to be head of the Christian
Church. In a long statement, the Greek Patriarch of Antioch
proved to his own satisfaction that Rome's claim to the special
protection of St. Peter was unfounded. The saint, he pointed
out, had been received with reverence in Antioch, where he
had ruled the Church for seven years, whereas in Rome he
had been despised and ill-treated. When Rome would not
admit this contention, the Patriarch promptly excommuni-
cated the Holy See!
A few thousand of the men who enrolled for the Fourth
Crusade had sailed for Palestine, and their aid proved
valuable in helping to beat off the attacks made by the
Moslems of Aleppo. During the first years of the thirteenth
century, however, neither the Franks nor the Saracens em-
barked on any extensive campaign. In 1201 Syria had
suffered from severe earthquakes. A large part of Damascus
and Nablus had been destroyed, the walls of Acre and Tripoli
had fallen, and many other towns had been more or less
seriously damaged. There were further earthquakes two
years later and again in 1204, and both Christians and
Moslems were too busily engrossed with the work of recon-
struction to think of active warfare. Egypt was undergoing
an acute famine, and this was followed by a pestilence, which
spread to Palestine and took a heavy toll. Earthquakes and
disease combined to cause a new panic among the Franks, and
many nobles fled from the country. Land was offered for
sale in Palestine even more cheaply than at the end of the
preceding century and the Temple—of which Philip Duplessis
had been Grand Master since 1201—and the Hospital were,
as before, almost the only purchasers.
In the midst of these misfortunes, the Franks would have
found it difficult to resist a strong Moslem attack. Saphadin
.was steadily building up an empire and by 1203 he had added

